480                       LATIN CHRISTANIITY.                   BOOK Vl.

Archdeacon rushed towards the pulpit to allay the
tumult, and either with real or assumed modesty to
repel the proffered honour; but Hugo the White, a
cardinal presbyter of weight and influence, yet under
the accusation of simony and excommunicated by the
late Pope, eager perhaps to retrieve his endangered
position, at once came forward and made himself heard
above the acclamations of the multitude. " Well know
ye," he said, " beloved brethren, that since the days oi
the blessed Leo this tried and prudent Archdeacon has
exalted the Roman See, and delivered this city from
many perils. Wherefore, since we cannot find any one
better qualified for the government of the Church or
the protection of the city, we, the bishops and cardinals,
with one voice elect him as the pastor and bishop of
your souls." The voice of Hugo was drowned in uni-
versal cries, " It is the will of St. Peter; Hildebrand is
Pope." Hildebrand was led to the Papal throne; he
was presented to the people as a man of profound theo-
logical knowledge, as a man of prudence, a lover of
equity and justice, firm in adversity, temperate in
prosperity; according to the Apostolic words, of good
conversation; blameless, modest, sober, chaste, hospit-
able, one that ruleth his own house; a man well brought
up in the bosom of his Mother Church, and advanced
already for his distinguished merits to the dignity of
Archdeacon. " This our Archdeacon then we choose.,
to be called henceforth and for ever by the name of
Gregory, for our Pontiff, as the successor of the Apostle."
He was immediately arrayed with the scarlet robe,
crowned with the Papal tiara, and, reluctant and in
tears, enthroned in the chair of St. Peter.*
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